Middle School Ag Challenge 2026

Contest Overview:
Members will be creating a visually appealing poster on animal care. Members may choose any domesticated animal. Students will showcase and discuss their findings of care/habitat, nutrition, history of origin, purpose and function, common pests and disease, and basic terminology. Members may work as individuals or as partners. Members will present their posters to a panel of judges at Spring Judging on March 28th, 2026. 

Topic: Animal Care 
· Any Domesticated Animal 
· Care, Habitat, Routine
· Nutrition/Diet 
· History of Origin (where it came from, how it was domesticated) 
· Purpose and function
· Common diseases and pests 
· Basic Terminology (female, male, offspring)

Other Criteria:
· Presentation skills
· Creativity and Craftsmanship
· Answers to judges questions
	Back of Poster
· Sources cited: website links on the back of the poster
· Member Name(s) and Chapter  

Poster Board Size : 22”x28”


















Middle School Agricultural Animal Care Project Rubric
Name: _____________________________				Chapter: _______________________
Animal: ___________________________________
	Category
	5 Points (Excellent)
	4 Points (Proficient)
	3 Points (Developing)
	2 Points (Basic)
	1 Point (Minimal)
	Total Score

	Poster 

	Nutrition/Diet Analysis
	Detailed nutritional breakdown with scientific precision and comparative analysis
	Clear explanation of animal's dietary requirements and nutritional needs
	Basic description of diet with some general information
	Vague dietary information with minimal specifics
	Incomplete or incorrect dietary information
	

	History of Origin
	Extensive historical context explaining domestication process
	Clear explanation of animal's origin and domestication timeline
	Basic overview of animal's historical background
	Minimal historical information
	No substantive historical context
	

	Purpose and Function
	Demonstrates an understanding of an animal's purpose and function.
	Strong explanation of purpose and function.
	Basic information of purpose and function. 
	Limited information provided. 
	No discernible purpose or function described 
	

	Care and Habitat
	Comprehensive,8 accurate description of optimal habitat and care requirements
	Detailed explanation of proper animal care and living conditions
	Adequate description of basic care needs with minimal errors. 
	Minimal care and habitat information
	Incomplete or incorrect care instructions
	

	Disease/Pest Knowledge
	Demonstrates understanding of 2 potential health issues with prevention and treatment strategies
	Clear identification of common diseases and basic prevention methods
	Basic awareness of potential health concerns
	Limited disease information
	No substantive health information
	

	Basic Terminology 
	All vocabulary terms (names of male, female, offspring) are correctly identified and included.
	Most vocabulary terms are correctly identified and included.
	Some vocabulary terms are identified and included.
	Few vocabulary terms are identified and included.
	No vocabulary terms are included.
	

	Creativity
	Innovative, original approach with creative visual elements and unique insights
	Creative presentation with interesting design elements
	Satisfactory creativity with standard presentation
	Minimal creative effort
	Little to no creative approach
	

	Website Citations
	Perfectly formatted citations from credible, scholarly sources
	Properly cited sources from reliable websites
	Basic citations with some credibility
	Incomplete or questionable citations
	Missing or incorrect citations
	

	Presentation 

	Presentation
Skills
	Members spoke clearly with appropriate pitch, pace, and enunciation. They
showed confidence through professional demeanor, eye contact, etc.
	Spoke clearly with good pace. Were professional with very few errors.
	Showed some confidence and had minimal presentation errors.
	Basic presentation skills that could use improvement.
	Spoke quietly, was talking too fast or too slow. They lack confidence.
	

	Answers to Judges Questions
	Clear, extended responses provided with details beyond the poster.
	All questions answered in detail.
	Satisfactory responses provided to all questions.
	Minimal responses given.
	Unable to answer judges' questions.
	

	Total Points:
	

	Rank: 
	









